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11S9. Soaring hopes: A farmer carries 
freshly harvested onions in a field near 

Chikkamagaluru, Karnataka, on Thursday. 

           :                            

          ए                               ए 

                     

 To curb rising prices, the Centre recently sold 
4,000 tonnes of buffer stocks as part of subsidised 
sales as wholesale prices hit ₹42.79 per kg on 

September 5. 

           पर                   ,                   फ              4,000 ट                 
            ,       5      र              ₹42.79                प      ई      

 

Onion  

Aspect Key fact 

Scientific name Allium cepa 

Family Amaryllidaceae 

Plant type Herbaceous, biennial plant; generally cultivated as an annual for bulbs 

Edible part Bulb 

Bulb nature Modified underground stem with fleshy scale leaves 

Origin 
Generally associated with Central/West Asia, though the exact centre 

of origin is uncertain 

Major pungency 

compounds 
Sulfur-containing compounds 

Why eyes water? 
Cutting damages cells and releases a volatile lachrymatory factor that 

irritates the eyes 

Main seasons in India Kharif, late Kharif and Rabi 

Most important crop Rabi onion, particularly important for storage and year-round supply 

Suitable climate 
Mild/cool conditions during vegetative growth; warmer and relatively 

dry conditions during bulb maturity 

Suitable soil Well-drained, fertile loam to sandy-loam soil 

Waterlogging Harmful; onion requires good drainage 

Propagation Primarily through seeds/seedlings; sets may also be used 

Major producing state Maharashtra 

Important onion belt Nashik, Maharashtra 

Major market Lasalgaon, Maharashtra, a major onion trading centre 

Economic importance 
Vegetable, condiment and important agricultural commodity in India's 

food economy 
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What exactly is an onion bulb? 

 The onion bulb is not simply a 

root. Its short, compressed stem is 

called the basal plate.  

 Fleshy scale leaves surrounding this 

stem store food, while adventitious 

roots emerge from the basal plate. 

Why does onion make us cry? 

 When an onion is cut, its cells are damaged.  

 Enzymatic reactions involving sulfur-containing 

compounds generate a volatile lachrymatory factor.  

 When it reaches the eyes, it stimulates sensory nerves and 

causes tear production. 

 A common Prelims trap is: ―The edible bulb of onion is 

a modified root.‖ → Incorrect. The bulb consists 

mainly of a shortened stem and fleshy modified leaves. 
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11S9. Rajasthan mountaineer sets goal of climbing ‗seven summits‘ after 
scaling 5 highest peaks 

                        5                             ‗         ‘                

        

 Mountaineer Manasvi Agrawal from Rajasthan‘s Udaipur city, who hoisted the Tricolour on 
Everest in May this year and scaled the highest peaks of five continents in record nine 
months, has set the target of climbing ‗seven summits‘, which are the highest peaks 
across all seven continents. 

र          उ  प र   र    प    र                ,         इ       ई      र  ट पर   र    
  र    और  र                 प          प              ट   पर    ई   ,    ‗         ‘ पर    ई 

 र                र         ,                  प              ट        
 Ms. Agrawal, 29, is the first female civilian mountaineer from Rajasthan to conquer Everest, 

which is the world‘s highest peak, and hoist the national flag there. 

29                 र          प                             ,                         ट  
  र  ट पर              और                   र     

 Three women from the State had earlier scaled Everest, but they were affiliated with the 
army, paramilitary forces or government institutions. 

इ  र                      इ    प      र  ट पर    ई      ,              ,                 
                             

 Prior to Everest, Ms. Agrawal had hoisted the Tricolour atop Vinson Massif, which is 
Antarctica‘s highest peak, Mount Elbrus (Europe), Mount Kilimanjaro (Africa), and 
Mount Aconcagua (South America). 

  र  ट    प   ,                         फ,      ट    ट              ट    ,       -          

ए     (     ),                  (     ) औ        ए         (            ) पर   र      र    
    

 She achieved the distinction of scaling the highest peaks of five continents in just nine 
months. 

उ                                                     पर    ई  र        र              

State recognition 

                  

 Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma conferred a State-level award on Ms. Agrawal on the 
Independence Day last month in recognition of her achievements and contributions to 
mountaineering. 

         भ                प                       पर प    र              उ    उप       और 
                                                               

 At a felicitation ceremony in Udaipur earlier this week, Ms. Agrawal said there was a mountain 
within every individual. 

इ                    उ  प र                                                         

            र    प             
 ―If we conquer it, we can overcome any challenge the world throws at us,‖ she said, adding 

that every peak had brought a new challenge before her and made her resolve stronger. 

उ         , ―       उ  पर            र   ,              र                     र  ,    उ    
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       र        ,‖ और उ                     ट     उ              ई                 और उ    
         औ              

 Having hoisted the Tricolour atop the highest peaks of five continents, Ms. Agrawal has set 
her sights on the peaks of the remaining two. 

                              पर   र      र          ,                               प     
   ट   पर  प     र         र        

 She said no peak was impossible to conquer if there was ―determination and courage‖. 

उ                 ―         औ      ‖   ,      ई      ट                       

 
 

Seven Summits 

The ―Seven Summits‖ are the highest mountains on each of the seven continents.  

Continent Highest Peak Location Elevation 

Asia Mount Everest 
Nepal–China 

border 
8,848.86 m 

South America Aconcagua Argentina 6,961 m 

North America Denali Alaska, USA 6,190 m 

Africa Mount Kilimanjaro Tanzania 5,895 m 

Europe Mount Elbrus Russia 5,642 m 

Antarctica Mount Vinson 
Ellsworth 

Mountains 
4,892 m 

Australia/Oceania 
Mount Kosciuszko or Puncak 

Jaya 

Australia / 

Indonesia 

2,228 m / 4,884 

m 

Important Concept: Why are 

there two possible Seventh 

Summits? 

 The list varies depending 

on how Australia/Oceania 

is geographically defined. 

 Richard Bass's list, known 

as the Bass Seven 

Summits, uses Mount 

Kosciuszko in Australia.  

 The more demanding 

Reinhold Messner list 
treats the wider 

Australia/Oceania region as the continent and uses Puncak Jaya (Carstensz 

Pyramid) in Indonesia instead. 

 Therefore, in mountaineering, Puncak Jaya is commonly accepted in the Messner 

version, while Mount Kosciuszko belongs to the Bass version.  
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 Mount Everest: First confirmed ascent: Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay on 

29 May 1953. 

 Denali: It was formerly officially called Mount McKinley in the United States; the 

federal government restored the name Denali in 2015. 

 Mount Kilimanjaro: It is a huge 

volcanic massif consisting 

principally of Kibo, Mawenzi 

and Shira. 

 Mount Elbrus 

• Highest mountain in 

Europe under the 

conventional boundary 

that places the Greater 

Caucasus watershed 

within Europe. 

• Located in the Caucasus 

region of Russia. 

• It is a dormant volcano. 

 Mount Vinson 
• Located in the Sentinel Range of the Ellsworth Mountains. 

• Elevation: about 4,892 m. 

• It is one of the most remote of the Seven Summits. 

 Puncak Jaya / Carstensz Pyramid 

• Located in Papua, Indonesia, on the island of New Guinea. 

• Elevation: about 4,884 m. 

• It is the highest peak in Oceania under the Messner definition. 

 From highest to lowest: Everest → Aconcagua → Denali → Kilimanjaro → 

Elbrus → Vinson → Puncak Jaya/Kosciuszko  

 A useful shorthand is: Asia – South America – North America – Africa – Europe – 

Antarctica – Oceania 

 They are specifically the highest peaks of each of the seven continents, not simply 

the world's seven highest mountains. 

 Another important trap: 

 Mount Everest is the highest peak of Asia, but K2 is not one of the Seven 

Summits, because Everest already represents Asia. 

GS Paper II: Polity 11 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11S9 How should RUPPs be regulated? 

RUPPs                                ए? 
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11S9. How should RUPPs be regulated? 

RUPPs                                ए? 

 A ‗BBC News Hindi‘ investigation has revealed that six Registered Unrecognised Political 
Parties (RUPP), all based in Gujarat, had received donations of around ₹1,700 crores for the 
year 2023-24. 

‗BBC News Hindi‘               प                र              Registered Unrecognised 

Political Parties (RUPPs)        2023-24             ₹1,700  र                        
 This is higher than the total received by five nationally recognised political parties, except the 

BJP, for the same period, which stood at ₹1,480 crores. 

   उ              प         र प                                              र           

₹1,480  र               

What are registered parties? 

                 ? 

 Political parties are an association or body of individuals that can be formed by citizens. 

                र      र                                                        
 Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP Act) lays down the 

requirements for registration of a political party with the Election Commission (EC). 
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                    , 1951 (RP Act)         29A              (EC)             
र              प    र                            र   र       

 After satisfactory scrutiny of the documents submitted, the EC registers a political party as a 
RUPP. 

                                      ,              (EC)      र              RUPP    
 प    प        र       

 The RUPPs enjoy the following benefits — (a) tax exemption for donations received under 
Section 12 of the Income Tax Act, 2025, (b) common symbol for contesting general elections 
to the Lok Sabha/State Assemblies, and (c) 20 ‗star campaigners‘ during election campaign. 

RUPPs                               — (a)             , 2025         12             

     पर  र   ट, (b)     भ /           भ                                                -

    , और (c)                   र   20 ‗          ‘  
 The RUPPs are required to maintain the details of individual donors above twenty thousand 

rupees in a financial year and submit them to the poll body every year. 

RUPPs                               र  प                                                 
   र  र    और उ                                     र             

 As per section 29C of the Representation of the People Act, failure to furnish these details will 
result in losing income tax exemption. 

                             29C         र, इ     र             र           र    पर 
                         

 The RUPPs, under the Income Tax Act, 2025, are required to accept donations in excess of 
two thousand rupees only through cheque or bank transfers. 

            , 2025       , RUPPs              र  प                                      

      र                   र  र             

What are the issues? 

            ? 

 As per the EC notification, India had more than 2,800 RUPPs as of July, but only around 750 
contested the 2024 general elections. 

                                 र,     ई      र     2,800         RUPPs   ,       उ    
             750    2024                            

 This has resulted in the moniker — ‗letter pad parties‘ — for the rest of the RUPPs. 

इ      र      RUPPs        ‗                 ‘                      
 The RP Act does not confer explicit powers on the EC to de-register a political party if it fails 

to contest elections, conduct inner-party elections, or lodge requisite returns. 

RP Act                      र              र                     र   ,     र  प ट        

   र                र               र               उ                    (de-register)    
 प ट                 र       

 In the Indian National Congress vs Institute of Social Welfare & Ors (2002), the Supreme 
Court held that the EC does not have the power to de-register any political party under the RP 
Act. 

Indian National Congress vs Institute of Social Welfare & Ors (2002)                

                   RP Act                        प        र              प    र  र   

 र                    
 It may de-register only under exceptional circumstances, such as registration obtained by 

fraud, the political party ceasing to have allegiance to the Constitution, or being declared 
unlawful by the government. 
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                                 प    र  र    र        ,                          प    र  

                , र                                                ,     र  र    र  उ        

       र            
 The EC periodically publishes the list of de-listed RUPPs. 

             (EC)    -    पर               ए  ए RUPPs                 र       
 The October 2025 notification contains over 800 such parties. 

  ट  र 2025                    800                      
 However, the six RUPPs — Aam Janmat Party, Bharatiya National Janata Dal, Garib Kalyan 

Party, New India United Party, Satyawadi Rakshak Party and the Swatantrata Abhivyakti 
Party — remain on the list of active RUPPs as per the EC notification in October 2025. 

       ,    RUPPs — Aam Janmat Party, Bharatiya National Janata Dal, Garib Kalyan 

Party, New India United Party, Satyawadi Rakshak Party औ  Swatantrata Abhivyakti 

Party —   ट  र 2025                                     र      RUPPs                    

    
 This is because they managed to field a total of 15 candidates during the 2024 Lok Sabha 

elections. 

    इ                 2024        भ                15 उ      र उ  र          र    
 The Association for Democratic Reforms periodically publishes reports on the status of 

submission of annual reports of RUPPs. 

Association for Democratic Reforms    -    पर RUPPs                                
      पर  रप ट          र       

 In its July 2025 report, in which the annual reports of 2022-23 are analysed, it is stated that 
reports of only 26% of RUPPs are available in the public domain. 

    ई 2025     प    रप ट    ,       2022-23            रप ट                        ,            
        26% RUPPs                             उप        

 Poor compliance with statutory requirements, coupled with a lack of transparency, results in 
these ‗letter pad‘ parties being used as an opaque channel for tax evasion and money 
laundering. 

                                 , प र                         र, इ  ‗        ‘            
        औ                     प र              प    उप                  र           

What needs to be done? 

      ए                   ? 

 The Law Commission, in its 255th report, had recommended amendments for de-registration 
of a political party if it fails to contest elections for ten consecutive years. 

              प   255                   र                             र              
                                           र         

 The EC, in its memorandum for electoral reforms (2016), also suggested an amendment to 
the RP Act that would empower it to de-register a party. 

                    प                             (2016)    RP Act                             
  ,    उ                                               र     

 These are long-pending reforms that need to be carried out to empower the EC to act against 
non-serious parties, some of which are merely a façade for illegal financial transactions. 

                                                               ,                        र-    र 
               र   ई  र           र        ,                                 -         ए ए  
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 However, if parties contest elections merely to fulfil a statutory requirement, they could 
continue to misuse their tax exemptions and be used for money laundering and other 
nefarious activities. 

       ,                                                           ,        प             
          र  र          और उ    उप                                                  
         

 In the present digital world, it is not difficult for the Income Tax Department and other 
enforcement agencies to monitor the transactions of such parties and take strict action 
against any wrongdoing. 

                        र       और                                        -          र    
 र   और                                 र   ई  र                 

 This would act as a deterrent against the misuse of the benefits and exemptions available to 
political parties. 

   र               उप      भ  औ                                      प          र     
 The EC had also suggested that tax exemptions be provided only for political parties that win 

seats in Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly elections. 

                                                   उ  र                              
    भ            भ                           

 This can be viewed as an undemocratic and extreme measure, as there are parties that 
consistently contest elections without electoral success. 

इ                 औ                              ,                            र            
  ,       उ                             

 Instead, similar to the 1% vote threshold for allotting common symbols to RUPPs, a suitable 
vote percentage threshold may be stipulated by law for RUPPs to avail of tax exemptions on 
donations received. 

इ        , RUPPs              -                      ए 1%   -            ,           पर 
            भ            ए RUPPs      ए           -                    र        र        
         

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance 11 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11S9 Should the use of Gen AI be banned among younger students in schools? 

                                    Gen AI                                   ए? 
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11S9. Should the use of Gen AI be banned among younger students in 
schools? 

                                    Gen AI                                   ए? 

 
 

 The central debate is whether Generative AI (Gen AI)—tools capable of generating answers, essays, 
images and other content—helps young children learn or gradually replaces the mental effort 

required for learning.  

 One-year moratorium on most Gen AI tools for public-school students up to Class 8 in New York City 

for 2026–27, motivated by concerns about human interaction and independent problem-solving.  

How can AI improve education? 

 AI can provide personalised learning. Different children understand the same concept differently.  

 For example, if a student cannot understand fractions from a textbook, AI might suggest explaining ¾ 

by showing a chocolate divided into four pieces, with three pieces selected.  

 AI-enabled applications can also create quizzes, worksheets and interactive exercises.  

 A reading application can transcribe a child's reading, assess accuracy and identify words 

requiring further practice, potentially saving teachers considerable time.  

Why are educators worried? 
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 The  biggest problem is cognitive dependency—children allowing AI to do the thinking for them. 

 Suppose a student receives the question: 

 ―Why does the Moon appear to change shape?‖ 

 Healthy use: Student thinks → writes an answer → asks AI to check/explain mistakes. 

 Unhealthy use: Student asks AI → copies the generated answer → submits it. 

 In the second situation, the child may obtain the correct answer but misses trial and error, reasoning, 

curiosity and problem-solving.  

 Therefore a useful sequence will be: Think → Write → Use AI for verification/help.  

 AI is also imperfect. One example describes an AI reading tool incorrectly marking pronunciation 

because a student spoke with an Indian accent, illustrating the continuing importance of human 

judgement.  

Can AI replace teachers? 

 The article strongly distinguishes assistance from replacement. 

 A teacher does more than supply information. Especially in primary education, teachers develop 

children's curiosity, communication, confidence, values and social relationships through stories, 

activities and conversations.  

 Hence, AI should ―extend the teacher‖ and function as a learning assistant, rather than becoming the 

teacher itself.  

What is the best approach? 

 A complete ban may not be ideal because children will encounter AI in search, apps, games and 

everyday digital services anyway. The better objective is therefore: 

 Restrict unsupervised Gen AI + preserve independent thinking + teach AI literacy + use AI 

under teacher supervision. 

 In simple terms, AI should work like a calculator after a child understands arithmetic—not as a 

substitute for learning arithmetic itself. 

 Core principle: Use AI to enhance a child's intelligence, not to outsource it. 

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 11 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11S9 Why India must rethink the way it values skills, jobs and productive work 

भ           ,         औ                                                                   ए 

11S9 Equity MF inflows up 18%, SIP growth flat for third month 

       MF         18%    , SIP                               
11S9 India‘s coal demand expected to jump 4.2%: IEA 

भ                        4.2%                  : IEA 

11S9 FCNR(B) deposits: Understanding who finally bears the foreign exchange risk 

FCNR(B)    :                                                     
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11S9.  Why India must rethink the way it values skills, jobs and productive 
work 

भ           ,         औ                                                          
         ए 

 India, celebrated as the world‘s fastest-growing economy, has become the world‘s fourth-
largest economy, and is expected to be the next engine of global growth. 
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  र ,                                                प                ,                         
                    और इ                         इ            उ         

 Yet beneath these numbers lies a grim reality: India is drifting toward the middle-income trap, 
in which countries exhaust their gains from cheap labour and rapid catch-up and fail to 
transition to an innovation-driven, productivity-based economy. 

  र    इ           प           र             प    :   र     -       (middle-income 

trap)     र    र     ,                   और          -   र        र                     

 र         और       -       ,         -                           र           र        
 Weak job creation, stagnant wages, sluggish private investment, and low productivity are 

reinforcing one another, threatening to stall the country‘s rise before it reaches high-income 
status. 

              ,            ,                 औ                -   र            र र     , 
                -               प          प       उ         -                     र  प       
        

 Many countries in the Global South are caught in this trap. 

               ई     इ                      
 India‘s structural crisis is unique and more serious than not just a consequence of wars in 

West Asia disturbing its supply chain or premature automation from AI. 

  र                         ट और          र                प                         र  

उ     प              उ प             AI      र                   प              प र         
    

 The signs of distress are visible in the youth protests across the country. 

                   र                र                 ई    र       
 Private investment remains sluggish, wage growth is stagnant, and household consumption is 

weak. 

                          ,                 र    और               र     
 Manufacturing has failed to generate enough jobs, while post-pandemic recovery has 

favoured large corporations and the digital economy, leaving the informal sector barely 
touched. 

             प      र    र प     र           र     ,           र                      र       
             और                         प          ,                                  

र       
 Jobless growth emerges because productivity gains stay concentrated in narrow, capital- and 

skill-intensive enclaves that create little employment. 

                  इ     उ र            उ प                               ,      - औ      -

                   र      ,            र    र प     र       
 This simultaneous rise of rising inequality and low productivity is a dangerous trap. 

             औ                                     र            

Two failing engines 

  फ               

 Economists are typically divided in explaining this trap. 

             र पर इ                 र                  
 Those trained in pro-market orthodoxy argue India needs another set of market reforms — no 

less than what occurred during the 1991 moment — more labour flexibility, agricultural reform, 
deregulation, and infrastructure investment. 

     -                                                      र         र     र        और   र 
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              — 1991      र            र             —                      ,           , 
               औ                                    

 Those on the left and typically in the Keynesian mould argue that the economy suffers from 
weak aggregate demand and needs more public spending, redistribution and social 
protection. 

   प    और                                                                              
प        और उ                    ,           औ                               

 Both arguments hold a kernel of truth, but miss the larger point: India‘s current situation stems 
not only from supply and demand constraints but from institutions shaped by social norms, 
which decide both how markets set incentives and prices, and how the State allocates 
resources and provides public goods. 

                    ई   ,                प             र       र     :   र                  

            औ                            ,                                              उ प   

       ,             र   र             र          और                   र          र            
      ट  और                                 र       

 It is no surprise, then, that both the State and the market operate suboptimally. 

इ                                     औ                                            र       
 Private capital, more freer from regulation than ever, does not do well on productivity and 

innovation. 

          ,    प                                       , उ प      और      र                  
            र       

 Its competitiveness comes from cutting costs rather than innovating. 

इ                       र  र                    र              
 It couldn‘t even absorb knowledge that comes with FDI. 

   FDI                                    र      
 It couldn‘t increase productivity that results from both inter-sectoral movements and 

innovation within sectors either. 

       -        -         औ          भ              उ प   उ प                          
 On the other hand, capital is heavily subsidised, lowering its relative price vis-à-vis labour in a 

labour-surplus economy. 

   र   र,          भ                     ,         -                                   इ    
  प                       

 India‘s innovation is skewed, with R&D spending at a paltry 0.65% of GDP, while 
technology adoption remains weak and far from spontaneous. 

  र                       ,      R&D        GDP        0.65%   ,                    प     
    र    और           प                 र           र     

 Despite the government‘s growing size, India's capacity to intervene — even to provide basic 
services like health centres or schooling — remains among the lowest anywhere. 

 र  र            र          ,   र                         —                          
                                      र           —                        र           ई     

 The Left–Right debate focuses on the size and quality of government expenditure, but the 
problem lies elsewhere. 

   –              र  र            र और        पर       र      ,                  और     
 The same social norms that shape resource allocation also drive its inefficient use. 

              ट        र                              उ                                   
 For instance, India has historically underfunded mass education while subsidising higher 

education for elites, tilting spending toward the privileged. 
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उ   र        ,   र               प                                       ,             

           उ                       ,                                             र            
 That same elite bias later drove the service-sector-heavy growth of post-reform India, letting 

upper castes monopolise better occupations while relegating low-productivity work to others. 

      भ                                र  र   र         -   -                र     ,       
उ                 र         पर        र  र       ,         उ प                         
                

Undervaluing useful skills 

                           

 India‘s social norms are distinctive: they decide how State and market function while 
producing durable inequality and legitimising it. 

  र                         ट   :             र   र         र    और     र            र   ,        
              प     र      और उ               र       

 Having long undermined mass education, India's vocational training system remains poorly 
managed and chronically underfunded. 

                                                र    र                            र   

               और      र  प         प           ई     
 Fewer than 3% of the workforce has any formal vocational education. 

3%    भ               प     ई औप   र                     
 Of roughly 14,000 ITIs offering about 25 lakh seats, actual intake is only about 48%, and even 

among graduates, the employment rate is just 63% — far below the 90%-plus seen in many 
other countries. 

     14,000 ITIs     र   25          उप      ,                              48%    और 
                            63%    —     ई                            90%          र         

       
 Societies set up institutions based on their interests and norms. 

      प        औ                र पर                    र       
 Economists often take self-interest as central to economic motives. 

            र                उ                        
 Yet social norms determine the kind of institutions that take shape, which in turn decide how 

individual efforts are channelised into productive activities. 

  र                            र   र                र               र     , और            
            र                                                                

 These institutions work as the taproot of entrepreneurial success. 

                    फ                        प          र       
 As this year‘s Nobel Prize winner Joel Mokyr has argued, modern growth depends on the 

accumulation and diffusion of ―useful knowledge,‖ the practical skills that enable societies to 
innovate, adapt and raise productivity. 

        इ                              Joel Mokyr               ,              ―          ‖ 

        औ       पर     र  र     ,                 र                        र  र  ,         

 र   और उ प                             
 For Mokyr, sustained growth rests on the coevolution of science, technology and the spread 

of useful knowledge, something that failed to take strong root in India. 

Mokyr         र,                ,           और उप               र      -      पर 
    र    ,         र                    प               
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 India has historically privileged abstract education over vocational and technical knowledge. 

  र               प              औ                                                     

         
 University degrees command prestige while technical courses training electricians, welders, 

machinists and carpenters do not. 

                                       ,                ,      ,         औ         
        र               प                                  

 This hierarchy is not accidental. 

                           
 It reflects centuries of caste-based occupational stratification, where manual and artisanal 

work has been systematically undervalued despite its indispensable role in industrial 
development. 

                  र       -                                     ,       औ             

    प    प र                              औ        -                        प       

                      
 The result is a chronic shortage of skilled manufacturing workers even as millions of educated 

young Indians struggle to find decent jobs. 

इ    प र                                             प                ,                 

       र                      प                  र र       
 Ironically, India‘s Chief Economic Adviser, V Anantha Nageswaran, recently urged the youth 

to pursue trades such as welding and plumbing instead of chasing software jobs or MBAs. 

                   र                       , V Anantha Nageswaran,                        
   ट   र     र      MBA    प                          औ                           प        
          

 But it won‘t happen unless India changes its social valuation of skills. 

                                  र                                          
 Take the marriage market: some skills and occupations carry a premium over others. 

                    :           और               र                                         
 These social valuations shape educational choices, occupational aspirations and ultimately 

the allocation of labour. 

                              प ,                    और                         र      
    

 Data show a persistent and steady decline in the labour intensity of production technology 
across sectors. 

                                           -               र और         र  ट            
 Even in traditionally labour-intensive sectors, the trend is likely to accelerate with the advent 

of AI. 

प र प र   प      -                AI                इ                                   
 India therefore needs to recalibrate not just production and distribution, but also their 

valuation. 

इ       र                 औ                  ,      उ                   प           र      
            

 Without changing the cultural valuation of skills and the way production itself is organised, 
India may fall into a low-income, low-productivity trap. 

                           और      उ प                 र                ,   र    -  , 

  -                                  
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Diffusion of useful knowledge 

                   

 Countries that escaped the middle-income trap — from South Korea to China — did not 

simply build factories but built institutions capable of creating and diffusing useful knowledge 
across domains. 

    -             र                 —        र         र       —          र        
                ,                                                   उप                 और 
      र              

 China‘s interventions in education and health laid the foundation for its later productive 
capacity. 

     और                              प                     ई उ                        र    
 Its early state-led industrialisation was accompanied by massive investments in technical 

education, local manufacturing capability and technological learning. 

इ      र         -            औ                           ,                      और 
                    प      पर                 

 By contrast, countries such as Brazil, Argentina, Thailand and the Philippines, which failed to 
build or sustain such institutions, became stuck in the middle-income trap. 

इ      पर  , Brazil, Argentina, Thailand और the Philippines         ,                          

   उ         र            र  ,     -                  
 Like India, large sections of their populations remain dependent on public transfers and 

handouts to secure the basic requirements of a prosperous existence. 

  र      र , उ                                                              प र   र      
                       औ                पर     र             

 As an alternative to this trap, Harvard Economist Dani Rodrik has recently proposed what he 
calls productivism — an approach that shifts attention from ex-post redistribution to creating 

productive employment. 

इ             प     प   , Harvard             Dani Rodrik                   productivism 

(           )       , उ          र     —             ट                            
              ट  र उ प    र    र        र   पर        र       

 It calls for the dissemination of economic opportunity and differs from free market orthodoxy in 
giving the government an important role over the markets in shaping economic opportunities. 

                                र      और          र        र          र  र        र  पर 
    प                 र       -    र                र  र                  

 It emphasises the real economy over finance, jobs over redistribution and production over 
consumption. 

                                ,                          और   भ                  पर 
  र          

 A truly inclusive economy, according to him, gives people dignity and social recognition as 
productive members of society. 

उ         र,                                            उ प              प      र   और 
                     र       

 It can happen not just by recalibrating the policy framework but by overhauling the institutional 
framework and changing the norms that underpin those institutions by moving beyond the 
matrix of state-market binaries. 

                        प           र          ,                          प         र   और उ  

              र       र                                           ,           र   -    र    
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 For India, this means combining industrial policy with investments in vocational education. 

  र         इ        औ                                                        
 It also means restoring dignity to skilled manual work and creating institutions that spread 

technology beyond a handful of elite enclaves. 

इ                              र         र   और                        र            
                           भ                    प   प        र   र   

 Without transforming how the country values skills, builds productive capabilities, and 
expands access to good jobs, India risks being locked into a low-productivity economy. 

       र                            ,                         और      र    र    प        
     र     र                     ,   र         -                                र       
          

 

 
 

11S9.  Equity MF inflows up 18%, SIP growth flat for third month 

       MF         18%    , SIP                               

 Net inflows into equity mutual funds rose 18% to a four-month high of ₹29,328 crore in 
August 2026, even as investor contributions through systematic investment plans (SIPs) 
plateaued for the third consecutive month, according to data from the Centre for Monitoring 
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Indian Economy (CMIE). 

               फ                      2026    18%    र   र          उ     र ₹29,328  र   

पर प        ,                               (SIPs)                                    र 
   र           र र  ,         र  Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)             
     र     

 Mutual fund investors poured ₹24,697.3 crore into the market in July 2026, which was 15% 
lower than the June inflows of ₹28,973 crore. 

                           ई 2026        र    ₹24,697.3  र                ,               

₹28,973  र              15%        
 As a result, the August figures appear higher largely because they are being compared with 

the relatively low base recorded in July 2026. 

प र      प,                     प    इ              ई               उ              ई 

2026         प                        र       
 SIP contributions stood at ₹32,297 crore during the reporting month, up just 1.5% over July 

2026 level. 

 रप  ट            र   SIP        ₹32,297  र   र  ,        ई 2026      र         1.5%      

    
 The modest increase marks the third consecutive month in which the pace of SIP growth has 

plateaued, indicating a slowdown in incremental investor contributions through the route. 

                     र    र                    ,       SIP                   र     ,    इ  

                        र                                      
 ―Overall, the aggregate collection number does not tell the complete story. 

―         र,                   प र                    
 Beneath the headline inflows, there appears to be a meaningful rotation of investor capital 

away from large-cap and some diversified strategies towards mid-cap, small-cap and select 
hybrid categories. 

                      प   ,            प            -    औ                             ट र 
   -   ,     -    औ                            र        प           र      ई          

 The key question going forward is whether this represents a sustained structural shift in asset 
allocation or simply a continuation of performance-led flows into segments that have 
outperformed over the recent past,‖ said Viraj Gandhi, CEO, SAMCO Mutual Fund. 

       र                                                                                   
     उ               -                 र  र     ,                           र              ,‖ 
SAMCO Mutual Fund    CEO Viraj Gandhi         

 Market conditions remained challenging during the period, with elevated crude oil prices and 
persistent geopolitical tensions weighing on investor sentiment. 

इ            र                                    र   ,       ऊ                      और      र 
      ई भ -                               र                   

 Despite these headwinds, foreign institutional investors (FIIs) continued to make purchases in 
Indian equities during July. 

इ                             ,                        (FIIs)        ई      र     र    इ   ट  
    र   र    र  र    

 ―Escalating geopolitical tensions are keeping crude prices in the range of $90-$100 a barrel, 
and we continue to see geopolitical tensions persist this month. 

―     भ -                                   90-100                     र                 और 
इ                -र                   र            

 Despite this, we have seen FIIs continue their equity purchases, as they did last month, in 
July,‖ said Venkat Chalasani, who heads the Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI), 
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at a media briefing. 

इ          ,                 FIIs                             र  र     ,         उ       प          
          ,‖ Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI)         Venkat Chalasani       

                      

MUTUAL FUND  

 A mutual fund is an investment vehicle that collects money from a large number of investors 
and invests the pooled money in financial assets such as shares, bonds, government 
securities, money-market instruments or a combination of these assets. 

 In simple terms, instead of an individual investor personally selecting and buying many 
securities, the investor gives money to a mutual fund, which is managed professionally by an 
Asset Management Company (AMC). 

 Investors receive units of the mutual fund in proportion to the amount invested. 

 The value of each unit is reflected through the Net Asset Value (NAV). 

 In India, mutual funds are regulated by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 

 A major regulatory update is that mutual funds are now governed by the SEBI (Mutual 
Funds) Regulations, 2026, which replaced the earlier regulatory framework based on the 

SEBI (Mutual Funds) Regulations, 1996.  

 The 2026 Regulations were notified in January 2026 and were subsequently amended, 
including on 7 July 2026.  

 Mechanism for pooling money by issuing units to the investors and investing funds in 
securities in accordance with the objectives as disclosed in the offer document. It can be 
classified into three types based on the instruments they invest in- 

o Debt-only mutual fund - investing in only debt instruments  
o Equity mutual fund- investing only in shares of various listed companies  
o Hybrid fund- invest in both debt and equity. 

 Profit and losses are shared by investors in proportion to their investments. The mutual fund 
or the asset management company receives a fees for the same. 

 Exchange Traded Funds (ETF): They are sold and bought on the stock exchanges just like 

normal stocks but mirror the broader stock market index or any other commodity example 
currency ETF gold ETF Index funds etc. 

 
 

 

11S9.  India‘s coal demand expected to jump 4.2%: IEA 

भ                        4.2%                  : IEA 

 Coal demand in India is expected to increase by 4.2% year-on-year to 1,353 million tonnes 
(MT) in 2026 with production expected to scale yet another record at 1,095 MT, the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) said in its mid-year report Thursday. 

International Energy Agency (IEA)         र     प      -      रप ट            2026      र  

                       -  -    4.2%                  उ        और    1,353           (MT)    

प            ,      उ प          और  र       र 1,095 MT    प          उ         
 The IEA attributed this to government‘s objective of addressing elevated domestic and 

industrial demand by focussing efforts on bolstering domestic supply, reducing import 
dependence and utilising already-elevated stocks at mine pitheads. 

IEA    इ      र   र  र    उ  उ                 ,                         औ  औ            

   प र   र                                    ,           भ             औ                     
                   भ                   पर                    र       
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 In contrast, the IEA sees global coal demand to increase 1.2% to 8.94 billion tonnes (BT) 

during the same period although production may slide downwards 2% but remaining about 9 
BT. 

इ      पर  , IEA                 इ                                1.2%    र 8.94           

(BT)         ,      उ प       2%      र  ट          ,               9 BT पर     र      
 IEA attributes projections about elevated coal demand in India to enhanced requirement for 

power – notwithstanding the spike in renewable sources-based power capacities – alongside 
El Niño conditions. 

IEA   र                    ई                     र                 ई                    —
                                                     —       El Niño                  
इ         र               
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11S9. FCNR(B) deposits: Understanding who finally bears the foreign 
exchange risk 

FCNR(B)    :                                                     

 The story so far: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) introduced a special swap facility in June 

to encourage non-resident Indians to put money into FCNR(B) deposits, as the rupee faced 
pressure from high oil prices and India sought to strengthen its foreign-exchange reserves. 

              : भ                (RBI)                                   ,              
  र        FCNR(B)                                              ,       ऊ                 
  र   प              और   र   प               भ               र             

 The response was much stronger than the RBI‘s initial target, as Indian banks mobilised more 
than $127 billion through these deposits, against an initial target of about $50 billion. 

        RBI      र                                     र  ,         र            इ        
            127                    ट  ,        र              50              

 The RBI subsequently closed the window for fresh FCNR(B) deposits on August 31, 2026. 

इ        RBI    31      2026     ई FCNR(B)                             र     
 The scheme has given banks a relatively cheap source of foreign-currency funding and added 

substantially to India‘s foreign exchange reserves. 

इ                                                            उप     र       और   र     
            भ        प                   

 The deposits typically have three-to-five-year maturities, raising the question of who bears the 
currency risk when the principal and interest have to be paid. 

इ                                                            ,              उ          

      और                                                    र       

Risks to RBI 

RBI      ए       

 The RBI‘s special swap facility shields banks from foreign-exchange risk on the principal 
amount of the FCNR(B) deposits. 

RBI                              FCNR(B)                   पर                        र        

 र       
 Reuters reported that the interest payments, however, have to be managed by the banks 

independently. 

Reuters            ,        ,      भ                              प     र         
 Under the arrangement, the RBI bears the cost of hedging the foreign-currency exposure, 

according to a Bank of America (BofA) Securities Research report. 

Bank of America (BofA) Securities Research        रप ट          र, इ                

                                    RBI      र       
 It estimated that this hedging cost could be up to 3%, while SBI Research used an average 

hedging cost of around 3% a year in its calculations. 

इ                                       3%              ,      SBI Research     प   
               3%        औ                  उप          

 So, the RBI‘s cost comes from protecting the dollar value of the principal against movements 
in the rupee-dollar exchange rate. 

इ     र, RBI             -                      -                    र           र    र   
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Handling cost 

              

 The RBI has received foreign currency through the deposits, adding to the country‘s reserves. 

RBI    इ                                       ई   ,                          भ                ई     
 SBI Research said the RBI had recouped $31.2 billion of its foreign-currency assets by 

August 7, 2026, equivalent to 55% of the amount mobilised at that point. 

SBI Research           7      2026    RBI     प   31.2                         
              प        र       ,    उ           ट ई  ई र       55%     

 It also said the RBI may use part of the amount to invest in U.S. securities because of higher 
yields. 

इ                         फ  (yields)      र  RBI इ  र                   उप            
   भ                र           र          

 BofA estimated that the RBI could earn around 4.5-5% on the foreign exchange reserves 
generated through the deposits. 

BofA                    RBI इ                    उ प               भ     पर      4.5-5% 

             
 It said this could potentially more than offset a hedging cost of up to 3%, assuming the 

foreign-currency holdings are hedged for five years. 

उ                                                     ए                  ,    इ             प    
3%                       रप ई                     

 SBI Research assumed FCNR(B) mobilisation of $65-70 billion and a 3% annual hedging 
cost, and calculated an annual notional cost of about $2.1 billion. 

SBI Research    65-70             FCNR(B)            और 3%                              

     2.1                                              
 If that cost remained at 3% for five years, the cumulative cost would be about $10.5 billion. 

            प           3%     र      ,                    10.5                
 It argued that this cost is relatively small compared with India‘s foreign-exchange reserves. 

इ                  र                 भ                          प         ट      
 Against current reserves of around $700 billion, it calculated the five-year cost at 1.45% of the 

reserve stock. 

     700                    भ                , इ    प                   भ        1.45%    
 र  र        

Risks to banks 

          ए       

 The central bank‘s swap facility does not cover the interest that banks have to pay depositors 
in dollars. 

                         उ            र       र                                र           

 र            
 That means banks have to arrange the dollars needed for these interest payments and 

manage the foreign-exchange exposure themselves. 

इ                      इ       भ            ए                            र        और 
                                    र         

 Reuters reported that foreign banks are largely hedging this exposure, while most state-run 
banks and several private-sector Indian lenders have left it unhedged. 
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Reuters                            प      पर इ                   र र     ,                     
    और  ई             भ             इ                    र       

Unhedged exposure 

                        

 The main reason cited by bankers for not hedging the exposure is the cost of hedging. 

   र     र  इ                                                र                     
 Reuters reported that hedging the foreign-exchange risk on interest payments for three-to-five 

year deposits costs banks about 3% a year. 

Reuters                                              भ                                      र   
                3%                     

 The interest on these deposits is paid when the deposits mature. 

इ        पर         भ               प रप        पर               
 Some banks have therefore chosen not to pay that cost and instead plan to buy dollars when 

they actually need to make the interest payments. 

इ                                र          प         और इ            उ                  

भ       र       ,       र  र                 ई     
 One banker at a mid-sized State-run lender told Reuters that the bank expected to handle the 

payments through spot dollar purchases when required, rather than locking in protection in 
advance. 

                                    र    Reuters                    प         र            

 र                   प    पर                                    र               ई     

What if rupee weakens? 

                                  ? 

 Consider a bank that has to pay $1 million in interest. 

           पर     र  र       10                           
 If the dollar costs ₹95, the payment would require ₹9.5 crore. 

       र         ₹95   ,    इ                ₹9.5                       
 If the rupee weakens and the dollar rises to ₹100 at the point of maturity, the same $1 million 

payment would require ₹10 crore. 

                       और प रप               र         ₹100           ,    उ   10     

        भ             ₹10                       
 A bank that has hedged its exposure would have protection against such a currency 

movement. 

            प                        , उ   इ   र              -          र              
 A lender that has left the exposure unhedged would have to bear the higher rupee cost. 

                                  ए        , उ                       र         
 This could become a broader concern because much of the future interest payment exposure 

has been left unhedged. 

         प                                               भ                             

                                    
 If the rupee weakens significantly, banks may need to buy dollars at the same time to meet 

their interest obligations. 

           फ               ,             प                   प र   र          उ          र 

 र     प           
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 That could increase demand for dollars and add to pressure on the rupee. 

इ                            और  प   पर                  
 That means the FCNR(B) scheme has not eliminated currency exposure altogether. 

इ              FCNR(B)                        प र   र                      
 The central bank has taken on the exposure associated with the principal through its swap, 

while banks continue to face currency risk on the interest payments in the future. 

              प                                            प   ऊपर           ,              
              भ                               र     र  र      

GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 11 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

11S9 Focus on cooperation over confrontation in space: PM 

                                        :          
11S9 Protein: reel, reality and what constitutes a wholesome meal 

     :       ,           औ  ए         भ          -                   ए 

 

11S9. Focus on cooperation 
over confrontation in space: 
PM 

                              

          :          
  ―More than 430 satellites 

from 34 countries have travelled to 
space aboard Indian rockets. 

―34         430                र    

र   ट                  र           र 
         

 He cited the Chandrayaan-3 
and Aditya-L1 missions, and the visit 
of an Indian astronaut to the 
International Space Station in 2025. 

उ      Chandrayaan-3 औ  Aditya-L1 

          2025         र        र  

        International Space Station 

(                       )            
उ           

 ―Looking ahead, we aim to 
establish an Indian space station by 
2035, and send an Indian to the 
moon by 2040. 

―             ,    र      2035    

भ                       प   र   
और 2040         भ                  
भ         

 During the summit, many French companies such as RIDE!, Safran Space, and U-Space 
signed several contracts with Indian companies such as TakeMeToSpace, Dhruva Space, 
and AXISCADES, respectively. 
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   र             र   RIDE!, Safran Space और U-Space       ई French                 
TakeMeToSpace, Dhruva Space और AXISCADES      भ                      ई         पर 
     र      

 
 

11S9. Protein: reel, reality and what constitutes a wholesome meal 

     :       ,           औ  ए         भ          -                   ए 

 India is asking the wrong question about protein, the Physicians Association for Nutrition, 
India (PAN-India) said in a White Paper, issued in the context of the National Nutrition Week 
between September 1 and 7. 
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Physicians Association for Nutrition, India (PAN-India)    1    7                           

                    र             (White Paper)             र    ट        र              प   

र       
 The White Paper —Rethinking Protein in Plant-Based Diets — argues that protein should be 

understood within the context of a person‘s complete diet rather than reduced to grams, 
amino-acid scores or marketing claims. 

        —Rethinking Protein in Plant-Based Diets—                ट         ,      -    

          प                  र                                                          
 As per the Indian Council for Medical Research - National Institute of Nutrition 

recommendations, a healthy Indian adult must have approximately 0.83 grams of protein per 
kilogram of body weight daily, making it about 50 grams of protein for a 60-kg adult. 

Indian Council for Medical Research - National Institute of Nutrition         र      
     र,           र                    र र                            0.83           

          ,       60                                      50                    
 ―Breakfast can be as simple as besan or oats, or if you‘re having dosa, just add a little paneer 

or tofu to it, if you are a vegetarian. 

―                         र            ,         प         र     ,         प       र    , 
उ                   फ                

 It goes on to recommend prioritising pulses, beans, lentils, soy foods, nuts, seeds and whole 
grains, as they provide protein along with good fibre, unsaturated fats, vitamins, minerals and 
beneficial plant compounds. 

       ,     ,     ,                ,     ,      औ                                      र  

 र     ,            ट         -         फ    ,            ,        ,      औ    भ          

            र       
  ―Therefore, a therapeutic nutrition plan should be guided by ABCDE: anthropometric 

measures, biochemical parameters, clinical signs and symptoms, dietary assessment, and 
exercise type, frequency, and intensity. 

―इ    ,                           ABCDE    र                         :              , 

   -                 ,               ए      ,              ,                   ,       औ  
       

 It is an essential macronutrient that supports growth, development, digestion, immunity, 
healing, and muscle protein synthesis, especially when combined with resistance training,‖ 
Dr. Bajaj notes. 

                     ए     ,         ,      , प   ,    र  , उप  र और                        

           र     ,        प       इ                                      ,‖   .       ट प    र    

GS Paper III: Internal Security 11 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11S9 NSCN-IM wants to create fresh fault lines to divert attention: Kuki-Zo groups 

NSCN-IM      भ           ए                            :     -        
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11S9. NSCN-IM wants to create 
fresh fault lines to divert attention: 

Kuki-Zo groups 

NSCN-IM      भ           ए          
                  :     -        

 The spokesperson of a Kuki-Zo 
insurgent group in peace talks with the 
government said on Thursday that the ongoing 
unrest in Manipur was not a ―Naga-Kuki 
conflict‖, and alleged, instead, that certain 
elements linked to the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) [NSCN-
IM] were making attempts to manufacture such 

a narrative to serve their own interests. 

 र  र                     र र          -   
                             र              प र 
     र         ―    -          ‖        ,      

 र प          National Socialist Council of 

Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) [NSCN-IM]             

     प           प            इ   र           
              र र       

 The ethnic violence in Manipur, which 
began as clashes between the Meitei and Kuki 
communities on May 3, 2023, has, since 
February 7, 2026, expanded to include 
violence between sections of the Naga and 
Kuki communities. 

   प र               ,    3  ई, 2023          

औ                        प      प          ई   , 
7  र र , 2026         औ                      

                         ई     
 Seilen Haokip of the Kuki National 

Organisation (KNO), one of the two Kuki 
insurgent groupings in suspension of operations (SoO) pact with the Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) and the Manipur government, said there was a deliberate effort to spread 
violence beyond existing conflict zones and draw the Naga and Kuki communities into a 
broader confrontation. 

Kuki National Organisation (KNO)    Seilen Haokip,                     (MHA) औ         
             Suspension of Operations (SoO)                      र                    
उ                       ,                                पर               और                       
      प  ट र                       र              र       

 The violence was not spontaneous, he said, adding that the objective was to divert attention 
from internal challenges within the NSCN-IM and revive support for the outfit by creating fresh 
fault lines in the hill districts. 

उ                        फ           ,      इ    उ      NSCN-IM    भ                       
         ट     और प                                           ए                         

 NSCN-IM, the largest Naga insurgent group, signed a ceasefire agreement with the 
Government of India in 1997 and, in 2015, signed a framework agreement to find a political 
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solution to their demands. 

NSCN-IM,                                ,    1997      र   र  र                          पर 
     र     और 2015     प                                                    पर      र 
     

 On September 2, 2025, the MHA and the Manipur government extended the 2008 SoO 
agreement with the KNO and the United People‘s Front (UPF) on ―re-negotiated terms and 
conditions or ground rules.‖ 

2      र, 2025               (MHA) औ                  KNO और United People‘s Front 

(UPF)        2008    SoO           ―प              र        र                            ‖ 

      र पर           
 The revised ground rules reiterated territorial integrity of Manipur and relocation of camps run 

by the insurgent groups away from Meitei-dominated areas in the valley districts. 

                        प र                    प    प   ट     ई और उ               र          

    र       ट          -               र         र   र             र ई  ई  
 The SoO groups have been demanding a Union Territory with legislature for the Kuki-Zo 

people. 

SoO          -                                                      र   र       
 Aron Kipgen, UPF‘s spokesperson criticised recent security operations by central forces, 

including searches and raids on SoO camps, contending that such actions violated 
established ground rules that require coordination with local police and adherence to the SoO 
agreement. 

UPF          Aron Kipgen                                भ    ,       SoO     र           
और   प   र             ,            र                    र   इ          प               
उ          ,                  प                  और SoO                      
            

 He accused the Manipur government of adopting a discriminatory approach towards Kuki-Zo 
communities and reiterated their demand for a separate administrative arrangement. 

उ                   पर     -                  भ  भ                प         र प       और 
                       प           र ई  

 He said the ongoing conflict, displacement of people and disruptions to the movement of 
essential supplies had reinforced calls for governance directly under the Centre. 

उ               र       ,                 औ                                                

                        और                
 He said their proposal seeking a separate administrative arrangement for the Kuki-Zo people 

had been pending with the MHA since 2024. 

उ                 -             ए                             र        उ          2024 

              (MHA)    प             
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11S9. East Zone corners glory 
after a gap of 14 years 

East Zone    14                      

                

 Kounain Quraishi‘s maiden First 
Class century (116 n.o., 190b, 13x4, 4x6) 

was the icing on the cake for East Zone as it 
clinched the Duleep Trophy after 14 years, 

beating South Zone by virtue of its first-
innings lead on the final day of the summit 
clash at the MAC Stadium here. 

Kounain Quraishi    प    First Class     

(116      , 190    , 13x4, 4x6) East Zone    
         पर                 ,       उ         
MAC Stadium                              

                       र पर South Zone    
 र  र 14         Duleep Trophy  प       

 र     
 Thursday‘s proceedings were largely 

academic once East had the lead in the bag 
on day four. 

         East               र             

     र                        औप   र  र   ई     
 Resuming at 212 for five, already ahead by 584 runs, Quraishi and Anukul Roy (64) piled on 

South‘s agony, adding 150 runs for the seventh wicket. 

प        ट पर 212 र                   और प       584 र                र      Quraishi और 
Anukul Roy (64)    South    पर             और           ट        150 र        

 Against a tired South attack, Quraishi enjoyed himself in the middle on a muggy day, feasting 
on some ordinary bowling. 

      ई South                     उ    र      Quraishi          पर               और     

    र                र       उ      
 Quraishi was given an array of treats: half-volleys down the leg-side, wide balls which he 

drove through the off-side and half-trackers from the spinners that were pulled away with the 
contempt they deserved. 

Quraishi     र - र                    :    -          फ-    ,                     उ      ऑ -

  इ       इ       और   प र       फ-         ,       उ      उ         उप              प    र 
      

 Ishan Kishan eventually declared at 388 for seven just before tea to finish 760 runs ahead 
and bring the curtains down on the game. 

Ishan Kishan                     प            ट पर 388 र        र पर प र         र   ,       
760 र         प र    ई और               प          

 Incidentally, East‘s last Duleep triumph also came at this venue in 2012 against Central Zone. 

        , East     प    Duleep Trophy        2012    इ         पर Central Zone          

  ई     
 ―Everyone came in with the same mindset. 

―                                 
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 East Zone had assembled a very strong squad after many years, and we had to give our 
absolute best to make this opportunity count,‖ said coach Ratan Kumar after his side‘s victory. 

 ई         East Zone                  ट       र       और इ     र    प र      उ            

     प                  र     ,‖ ट                     Ratan Kumar         
 The scores: 

   र: 
 East Zone — 1st innings: 708 in 163 overs. 

East Zone — प    प र : 163   र    708 र   
 South Zone — 1st innings: 336 in 107.3 overs. 

South Zone — प    प र : 107.3   र    336 र   
 East Zone — 2nd innings: Vaibhav Sooryavanshi st. Jagadeesan b Vijay 8, Abhimanyu 

Easwaran c Padikkal b Siraj 3, Shikhar Mohan lbw b Rasheed 52, Ishan Kishan c Padikkal b 
Nidheesh 80, Kumar Kushagra c Jagadeesan b Milind 46, Sudip Kumar Gharami run out 2, 
Kounain Quraishi (not out) 116, Anukul Roy c Padikkal b Nidheesh 64, Mohammed Shami 
(not out) 0; Extras (b-7, nb-4, w-1, pen-5): 17; Total (for seven wkts. decl. in 99.2 overs): 388. 

East Zone —    र  प र : Vaibhav Sooryavanshi  ट    Jagadeesan      Vijay 8, Abhimanyu 

Easwaran     Padikkal      Siraj 3, Shikhar Mohan LBW      Rasheed 52, Ishan Kishan     

Padikkal      Nidheesh 80, Kumar Kushagra     Jagadeesan      Milind 46, Sudip Kumar 

Gharami र   उट 2, Kounain Quraishi (     ) 116, Anukul Roy     Padikkal      Nidheesh 

64, Mohammed Shami (     ) 0;     र   र  (b-7, nb-4, w-1, pen-5): 17;     (99.2   र    
        ट पर प र       ): 388  

 Fall of wickets: 1-13, 2-13, 3-139, 4-154, 5-160, 6-238, 7-388. 

    ट प  : 1-13, 2-13, 3-139, 4-154, 5-160, 6-238, 7-388  
 South Zone bowling: Siraj 16-2-47-1, Vijay 23-2-127-1, Shreyas 23-2-75-0, Nidheesh 9-2-28-

2, Rasheed 16-1-57-1, Bhui 4-0-15-0, Milind 8.2-1-27-1. 

South Zone           : Siraj 16-2-47-1, Vijay 23-2-127-1, Shreyas 23-2-75-0, Nidheesh 9-2-

28-2, Rasheed 16-1-57-1, Bhui 4-0-15-0, Milind 8.2-1-27-1  
 Match drawn. 

       र    
 East won on the first-innings lead. 

East                           र पर               
 Player-of-the-Match: Ishan Kishan (East Zone). 

Player-of-the-Match: Ishan Kishan (East Zone)  
 Player-of-the-Tournament: Tilak Varma (South Zone). 

Player-of-the-Tournament: Tilak Varma (South Zone)  

 


